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A Call to Action!
On Jonuary 29,2OO9, o public forum wos held in Woyne for fomilies
ond other interested people to goin knowledge of ond shore thoughts
refevont to the t2.5% cut imposed by Community Living Services
(CLS) f rom October 2008 forword. More thon 400 people ottended
the forum. CLS is one of three Monogers of Comprehensive Provider
Networks (MCPN's), under the ouspices of the Detroit-Woyne County
Community Mentol Heoth Agency (D-WCCMHA). CLS provides cose
monogement ond finonciof support to neorly 3,000 men ond women with
developmentol disob i I ities.

Residentiol ond vocotionof service p?oviders controcting with
CLS , such os Community Opportunity Center (COC), continue to receive
funding reductions of ot leost LO%tot2.5%. The full yeor end effect
on Community Opportunity Center will omount to $84,OOO less.
These monthly funding reductions ore negatively affecting the scope
ond guof ity of supports ond services thot providers con mointoin. ft is
importont to note thot providers controcting with CLS olso received s
t3% budget cut severol yeors ogo, thus sustoining f unding reductions of
opproximotely 25% in recent yeors. We are not owore of such mossive
funding reductions elsewhere in Michigon.

(continued on poge 2)

Come Dine with Us
Thomos's Restouront on Pfymouth Rd. between Woyne Rd.
ond Formington Rd. in Livonio hos portnered with COC for o
fundroiser thot extends over frve doys. This meons thot you
con dine of Thomos's for breokfost, lunch or dinner without
being limited to o specific doy ond time. And by the woy,
don't f eel restricted to only one meof ...toke the opportunity
to ovoid Cooking whife helping COCI Thomos's is on offordoble
restouront thot off ers a wide sef ection of greot food. The
fund ioiser begins ot 3:00 p.m. on Sundoy, frorch 29, ?OOg,
ond ext'ends until 9:00 p.m. on Thursday, Aprif ?,?OO9. A fuf f
pageof coupons is enclosed with this newsletter. Present the
coupon to the se?ver,who wif l ottoch it to the receipt Twenty
percent of the proceeds from food ond beverages ordered
by those using a COC coupon wilf come bock to COC. We've
include olarge number of coupons for you to poss on to fomify,
friends, ond neighbors.

Our Mission
To proaide quality residential options

and comprehensiae support for perslns
with deaelopmental disabilities and

to proaide assistance and aduocacy to
help them become independent citizens

inaolaed in the community
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(A Coll to Action continued fron poge 1)

CLS ond its funding source D-WCCMHA disagree on the necessory level of fundingfor CLS for the
current fiscal yeor. nlthough fhe fiscal issues ore complicated, the bottom line i5 thot o resolution musf
be ochieved immediotely to ovoid further harm to people choosing lo receive services from CLS.

We hove urged'our fomilies ond members of our Boord of Directors to contoct their County
Commissioner, Stote Senotor ond Stote Representotive to olerf them to ihe ongoing CLS bud,get crisis
with the intent thot they would contoct Michael Heod, Director of the Michigon Deportment of Community
Heclfh (MDCH), ond Vedo Shorp, Acting Executive Director of D-WCCMHA,-Io press for a resolution of

the CLSbudgei crisis. If you wish to oslist in this process, please ccll our office (734/422-lO2O) for the
necessory contact inf ormotion.

Whil. th"s" cufs ore only relevonf to those homes affilioted with CLS, we are also facing.huge
reductions through our homes with Wayne Cenler due to Synergy not funding "Ledves of Absence" (olso

known as LOAs). in this cose Synergy ii the tUrCpN who provideslunding to the Wayne Center homes, ond
like CLS, they contract direcfly with'D-WCCMH A. Tn recenl yeqrs we hove- received particl poyment for
LOes, wirich relers to time thoi o person ossocioted with COC is no! in herlhis respeciive (COC supported)
home by midnight. We've just learned thot these funds will not be forthcoming for lost yeor or this yeor.

Lost yeor COC losf $104,815 from LOAs.
We must undertoke more fund-raising octivities to offset these losses. While decodes of fundraising

is moking it possible for us to weothen this excruciotingly difficult year, unless dramotic chonges occur,
oun saviigs ond invesiments will dwindle guickly. We remoin opfimistic ond olso groteful to our fomilies
ond frien?s for their generosity, which ollows us fo persevere cnd enrich ihe lives of the men and women
affiliated with COC.
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Our Friends from Resurrection Catholic Church
More thon o yeor ago we become ocquointed with
the Murroy ond Mons fomilies ond, more recentlY,
the Baechler fomify. The fomif ies were fomilior with
our corporotion through their church (Resurrection
Cothol ic  Church in Conton),  os they hove long
included the nom es of some of the men ond women
ossocioted with COC on their onnuof "6ivin9 Tree."
These porents, who place qn enormous emphosis on
hef ping others, f elt it importont thot their children
leorn early in f ife ond through direct involvement the
volue ond morol obf igotion of reoching out to fomily,
friends, and those in need.

The ten children (Justin, Cloire, Quinn, Nick,
Megon, Olivio, Matthew, Modeline, Brocton ond
Lou), who were initiolfy shy, now greet ond eogerly
porticipote in eoch of the mony octivities thot hove
been organized by their porents (Doug ond Terri
Mons, Mike ond Terri Murroy, ond Tim ond Julie
Bsechler) with the help of Liso Lindner of COC. The
fomilies hove sponsored two Christmos porties ond
hove been extremely generous ond kind in their giving.
They hove olso hosted o Volentine ond Holloween
porty,o summer picnic, pizzaPorty, purchosed tickets
for people to ottend Wholer's gomes, ond moke
sure people are never forgotten on their birthdays.
Furthermore, they hove mode o point to visit each of
the hom es where the men ond wom en live.

We are extremely gratef ul f or their genuine
interest in twelve PeoPfe ossociated with COC,
the f riendships thot hove been nurtured, and the
hoppiness they continue to bring.

Our Church Friends


